Cerebellar hypoplasia of prematurity: Causes and consequences.
As magnetic resonance imaging has been increasingly used to study brain injury and brain development in premature newborns, the prevalence of cerebellar abnormalities is increasingly recognized. The preterm cerebellum is highly vulnerable to a number of insults during its critical phase of growth and development throughout the period of prematurity and beyond. Direct cerebellar injury and additional factors such as supratentorial brain injury and glucocorticoid exposure adversely impact cerebellar growth and, consequently, increase the risk of neurodevelopmental disabilities. In this chapter the causes and consequences of cerebellar hypoplasia of prematurity are reviewed.